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Refugee Discussion:

Large Group Discussion:

1. What is a refugee? 

• Someone who has fled one's home country and cannot return because of a well-founded fear of 
persecution based on religion, race, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a 
particular social group.

2. We're talking about refugees tonight because on Friday, January 27, President Trump passed an 
executive order regarding refugees. What did it say?   

• (From CNN's report of the full-text)  
◦ Banned nationals of seven Muslim-majority countries from entering the United States for at 

least the next 90 days by executive order. The order bars all people hailing from Iraq, Syria,
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. Those countries were named in a 2016 law 
concerning immigration visas as "countries of concern." 

◦ Bans entry of those fleeing from war-torn Syria indefinitely. 
◦ Stops the admission of all refugees to the United States for four months. 
◦ Calls for a review into suspending the Visa Interview Waiver Program, which allows 

travelers from 38 countries -- including close allies -- to renew travel authorizations 
without an in-person interview.

• A week later a Federal Judge in Washington halted the ban 

Basic Refugee Facts 

3. (Visual Voting. As a way of increasing engagement with teens, have teens get up and move to 
two different sides of the room, each reflecting their answer to this question.) Go to this side of 
the room (point and indicate where you want teens to move) if you think the majority of 
refugees who have been resettled in the United States in the last decade have been Muslim. Go 
to this side of the room  (point and indicate where you want teens to move) if you think the 
majority of refugees who have been resettled in the United States in the last decade have been 
Christian. 

• Over the past decade (2006-2015), the United States resettled (Data is from Seeking Refuge)   
◦ 291,285 Christians 
◦ 193,000 Muslims (mostly from Iraq / Somalia) 

▪ Why are there so many refugees from Iraq?

• Because of the War on Terror 
• Many refugees that are now fleeing Iraq worked with and for US troops during that 

war  

◦ 52,423 Hindus (mostly from Bhutan)     

http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/27/politics/donald-trump-refugees-executive-order/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/28/politics/trump-immigration-refugees-visa-policy/index.html
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◦ 43,000 Buddhists (mostly from Burma / Bhutan)  
◦ 2844 Jews (mostly Iran, Russia, and Ukraine)   

• “Over the past decade, only about 27% of refugees admitted were from the Middle East.” 
(Seeking Refuge, 72)

• For perspective: “Even if [the United States] were to welcome 200,000 refugees, it would still 
be only 1 percent of the world's refugees.” (Seeking Refuge, 174) 

For an explanation of Walk Across the Room, see: 
http://www.ymjen.com/blog/posts/using-movement-to-engage-teens

4. Walk across the room if you think refugees are a drain on the American economy. 

• “Economists who actually study migration issues, who perform not cost analysis but cost-
benefit analyses, consistently find that immigrants actually contribute more, overall, to the 
economy of the receiving country than they receive from it.” - (Seeking Refuge, 37) 
◦ “Refugees do not merely consume; they are not mere 'takers'. As resilient and 

entrepreneurial people made in the image of their Creator, they also have remarkable 
capacity to produce, and we deny the image of God within them when we speak of refugees 
as a burden.” - (Seeking Refuge, 37) 

• “Most economists agree that the average American-born worker actually sees their wages 
positively impacted by the presence of immigrants, because most immigrants tend to work in 
fields that complement, rather than compete with, the work that most Americans are either 
willing or able to do.” (Seeking Refuge, 67)  

• “A recent study of refugees in central Ohio found that they were about twice as likely as the 
general population to own a business.” (Seeking Refuge, 70) 
◦ “At least one refugee's 'small business' has gone on to become the world's most valuable 

company and employs tens of thousands: Google cofounder Sergey Brin fled anti-Semitism 
in the Soviet Union as a 6-year old and, with his family, was resettled in the United States 
by the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society.” (Seeking Refuge, 70) 

5. Walk across the room if you think refugees pose a threat to our national security. 

• “The 9/11 hijackers all entered the US on nonimmigrant tourist, business, or student visas, not 
as a refugees. All of the attackers in Paris and Brussels were eventually confirmed to be 
European nationals, and none had been granted refugee status. The attack in San Bernardino 
was perpetrated by a native-born US citizen and his wife, who entered on a fiancee visa.” 
(Seeking Refuge, 76)

• “The vetting process for refugees is much more strenuous than that to which any other category
of immigrant or visitor to the Untied States is subjected.” (Seeking Refuge, 78)   
◦ For an explanation of this vetting process, see: 

http://www.ymjen.com/blog/posts/extreme-facts-about-refugee-resettlement
◦ “It would not be logical for a would-be terrorist to try to enter the Untied States as one of 

approximately 85,000 refugees admitted annually rather than as one of the nearly 70 
million visitors who came into the country each year and are subjected to a much less 
thorough screening process.” (Seeking Refuge, 78) 

http://www.ymjen.com/blog/posts/using-movement-to-engage-teens
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• “World Vision US president Rich Stearns notes that, in recent years, more Americans have been
killed by dog attacks than by Islamic extremist terrorists, but while many have called for a ban 
on Muslims entering the country to prevent the latter, few have called for dogs to be banned.” 
(Seeking Refuge, 81) 

• “Since 9/11, more than 200,000 American citizens have been murdered in the US, only about 60
of whom were killed by jihadist terrorists.” (Seeking Refuge, 81) 

Digging into Scripture: 

6. What, if anything, does Scripture say about refugees? 

• The Hebrew word ger – translated into English as foreigner, resident alien, stranger, sojourner, 
or immigrant – appears 92 times in the Old Testament. Many of these references mention God's 
particular concern for the foreigner alongside two other vulnerable groups: orphans and 
widows. 

• Read Leviticus 19:33-34. Who are modern-day aliens? 
◦ How are we to treat the alien? Why? 

▪ Israel's obligation is to be motivated by the memory that they had been aliens in Egypt. 

• Think about the history of our faith. Where in our family tree has Christianity included 
refugees?    

◦ Jesus was a refugee
▪ His family was forced to flee a tyrannical government (Matthew 2:13-15)

• What issues might Jesus & his family have faced as refugees?  

◦ Were they able to find shelter?   
◦ Were they welcome or harassed?  
◦ Did local carpenters gripe that Joseph was driving down their wages?  
◦ Was Jesus suspected of carrying a disease?  

▪ If Jesus was a refugee today, would he be welcome in the United States? 

7. Read Luke 10:25-27. Who is our “neighbor”? 

• Are refugees our neighbors? Why or why not?  

8. Read Luke 10:29. The man is stripped. Why's this significant? 

• Without this man's clothes, there's nothing to indicate his nationality or ethnicity. 

9. Read Luke 10:31-32. What's a Levite? 



Jen Bradbury ymjen.com Refugee Discussion 4

• Given that Jesus' audience was primarily Jewish, what would they have expected the priest and 
Levite to do? Why? 
◦ What did they do instead? 

10. Read Luke 10:33. Given that Jesus' audience was primarily Jewish, what would they have 
expected the Samaritan to do? Why?

• What did the Samaritan do instead? 

11. Read Luke 10:34-35. What did it cost the Samaritan to help the beaten man? In terms of his 
time? Financially? 

12. In light of the Good Samaritan, do you think refugees are our neighbors? Why or why not?  

• Just as it cost the Samaritan to help the beaten man, what might it cost us to help refugees? 
Why?   

• Do you think Jesus' call to “love your neighbor as yourself” should trump concerns for our own 
safety? Why or why not? 

◦ “Jesus' command is to love. That there may be risk or cost involved is not relevant to the 
mandate to love.” (Seeking Refuge) 

Small Group or Individual Reflection:

13. Together as a small group, rewrite the Good Samaritan for modern times, especially in light of 
what's happened in our country in the last week. 

To help your students think through this, consider asking all or some of the following questions: 

• Who would be the equivalent of the beaten man in our world today? 
◦ Where is this person trying to go? Why?   
◦ Whose hands does this person fall into? What do those people do to him / her? 

• Which two people (or groups of people) pass the hurting person? Why? 

• Who's the surprising person who stops to help the hurting person? At what cost?
◦ Where does the surprising person take the hurting person for help? Why? 

Large Group Discussion:

Before continuing your discussion, ask people to share their versions of the Good Samaritan with one 
another. 

14. Read Luke 10:36-37. According to Jesus, in the Good Samaritan, who's the man's neighbor? 
Why? 
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• What is mercy? 

◦ compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within one's power to punish 
or harm

• In the story of the Good Samaritan, how does the Samaritan show the beaten man mercy? 

• In your retelling of the story of the Good Samaritan, how does the “Samaritan” show the 
hurting person mercy?    

15. (Listing activity) Think about our world today. Practically speaking, how can we show refugees 
mercy?

• As you look at this list, how many of these options are still viable in light of our current ban on 
refugees?   

• Given our current ban on refugees, how else can we show mercy to refugees? Individually? As 
a nation? 

◦ Mentor them  
◦ Get to know refugees at your school 

▪ Befriend them 
▪ Sit with them at lunch   
▪ Learn their story 

◦ Volunteer with a local resettlement agency to tutor refugees, apply for their green card, or 
prepare for citizenship 

◦ Find a local detention center where immigrants are being detained & visit those who are 
incarcerated 

◦ The following ideas are modified from a post from DL Mayfield: 
http://www.dlmayfield.com/dl-mayfield/2017/1/27/the-time-for-welcome-is-now-ten-ideas
▪ There are seven countries under the ban: Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, and 

Yemen. Go to restaurants from the 7 countries. Eat delicious food. Thank the owners 
and staff for being there. 

▪ Visit your local mosque with a simple card that says they are welcome. Ask if they are in
need of anything or if there is any way you can serve them and their community. 

▪ Organize a meeting in your local church to lament current policies that are 
unwelcoming to the stranger and immigrant. Spend time in prayer and reading the 
Scripture (here is a good starting point for verses) regarding God’s heart for the refugee
and stateless wanderer.

▪ Ask your pastor to publicly address the Biblical call to Christians to welcome refugees 
from the pulpit. According to one study, only 35% of US churches have talked about the 
current global refugee crisis. Is your church part of the silent majority? Put pressure on 
to change this! 

▪ Donate to places like World Relief, Preemptive Love, Exodus World Service, and other 
mission agencies and resettlement agencies that work with refugees both here and 

http://www.preemptivelove.org/
https://www.worldrelief.org/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2016/february/churches-fear-refugees-lifeway-survey-world-relief-vision.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2016/february/churches-fear-refugees-lifeway-survey-world-relief-vision.html
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/what-bible-says-about-how-treat-refugees
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abroad. 
▪ Have discussions about refugees (and Islam) with your people. Gently correct 

misinformation, every single time you see it. Be vigilant against hatred, specifically 
Islamophobia. Specifically ask Christians to live up to their beliefs when it comes to 
loving our neighbor (and our responsibility to them).

▪ Pray for Christ to replace any fear in our hearts with love.

◦ Advocate

▪ What does it mean to advocate?   

• “Advocacy is directly related to voice: to advocate is to 'speak up for those who 
cannot speak for themselves.” (Proverbs 31:8) 
◦ As non-citizens refugees are not yet able to vote, and thus may have a harder 

time getting the attention of elected officials focused on winning reelection 
• “Public policies directly impact both whether refugees will be allowed to resettle 

and how successful they will be at integrating once they arrive.” (Seeking Refuge, 
169)

• Speak out against unjust policies that affect refugees   
◦ Call your Congressional representatives 

16. (Listing activity) In regard to the story of the Good Samaritan, Martin Luther King Jr said, “On 
the one hand we are called to play the Good Samaritan on life's roadside, but that will be only 
an initial act. One day we must come to see that the whole Jericho Road must be transformed so
that men and women will not be constantly beaten and robed as they make their journey on 
life's highway. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar. It comes to see that an 
edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring.” When it comes to refugees, what's wrong 
with the road? What people, systems, or events produce refugees? 

• How can you, as high school students, work to address the people, systems, or events that are 
producing refugees? 

Closing Prayer for Refugees and those who work with them 

• Prayer for refugees from the 7 banned countries - Iraq, Syria, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and 
Yemen 

• Prayer for those most affected by the ban   
◦ Those stuck in limbo 
◦ Those separated from their families 
◦ Those whose lives are on hold 

• Prayer for those organizations who work with and for refugees   
◦ World Relief  
◦ Catholic Charities  
◦ Lutheran World Relief     


