
Discussion questions based on Dean Luke Powery

1. Read Mark 16. Answer Dean Powery's question: “What kind of ending is this for Mark's gospel 
story?” 

• In what ways is this ending unresolved? 

• Why do you think Mark leaves his story unresolved? 

2.  According to Dean Powery, “Mark takes the focus on the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. 
He then has 8 verses on the resurrection.” Why do you think Mark focuses on the suffering and 
death of Jesus rather than on the resurrection? Why are both important to our faith? 

• Which do you relate to more: The suffering Jesus or the resurrected Christ? Why? 

3. Dean Powery said, “Mark just wants to tell the truth and nothing but the truth.” What is the 
truth of our faith? 

4.  Dean Powery said, “You are looking for Jesus. He's been raised. He's not here. There's lament 
under what he proclaims.” What does it mean to lament something? 

• What are the realities in our world that we need to lament? 

• How can we do that together this week? 

• How might lament lead to action? 

5. According to Dean Powery, “Life sucks sometimes.” In the last year, how has your life sucked? 

• In the midst of that, where was / is God? 

6. Dean Powery suggests, “The only thing worse than a fearful disciple is a silent one.” Do you 
agree or disagree? Why? 

• When it comes to your faith, what has made you fearful?
 

• When it comes to your faith, what has silenced you? 

7. Dean Powery raises this question: “How can we be silent when we see what is happening all 
over our world?” What issues in our world do we need to be talking about? Why?   

• How can we continue to talk about these issues after we return home? Why's it important that 
we do so? 

8. According to Dean Powery, “We can't afford to be silent.” Why not?  

9. Dean Powery said, “Silence does not stop Jesus.” What do you think he meant by this? 



10. According to Dean Powery, “Jesus is always ahead of us.” How might this give you comfort? 
Courage? 

• Think about your schedule for the next month. When do you need to remember that Jesus is 
always ahead of you? 

• What happens when we forget that Jesus goes ahead of us? 

11. “Jesus goes ahead and does ministry. He is actively working in the world.” Since arriving in 
Detroit, what evidence have you seen that Jesus is actively at work here? 

• Why's it important for us to remember that even though we're in Detroit for less than a week, 
Jesus is here all the time? 

12. “Mark's ending is our beginning as resurrection revolutionaries.” What does it mean to be a 
resurrection revolutionary? How are you going to be a resurrection revolutionary? 

13. Answer Dean Powery's question, “How will you finish the sermon?” Here in Detroit? Back at 
home? 

14. Dean Powery said, “Together you will be able to rise up as the body of Christ.” Why is our 
community of faith so important for our work in the world?
 

15. According to Dean Powery, “When you rise up, something will die: Racism, sexism, 
homophobism, etc.” What do you hope will die when we rise up this week in Detroit? 


