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Noah Week 5 Discussion

Small Group Discussion:

Together with those in your small group, draw a timeline of the key events in the flood. Consult the 
following passages:   

• Genesis 7:6: Noah's age at the start of the flood 
• Genesis 7:17: How long the flood continued 
• Genesis 7:24: The length of time the waters swelled 
• Genesis 8:4: The length of time it took the ark to hit dry lang 
• Genesis 8:5: How long it took for the tops of the mountains to appear
• Genesis 8:13: How long it took for all the waters to dry up; Noah's age at the end of the flood  
• Genesis 8:14: The total time it took for the earth to dry up 

Make sure your your timeline is clear. It should depict the total length of the events related to the flood 
from the boarding of the ark until the earth was dry again. It should also show how long each phase of 
the flood lasted. 

Be prepared to share your timeline with the large group.  

1. Given how long this process took, which do you think was harder for Noah and his family: 
Watching and hearing people die during the flood or waiting for the waters to recede after the 
flood? Why? 

2. After nearly a year on the boat, what do you think it would have been like for Noah and his 
family to finally set foot on land again? Why? 

Large Group Discussion:

3. Share your timeline with the large group. 

4. Were you surprised by how long of a process this was from start to finish? Why or why not?    

• What number do we most often associate with the flood? Why do you think this is? 

Video Clip: Scene: Start: 2:00:00 (Bird with olive branch; Noah drinking wine); 2:10 (Noah's 
soliloquy; Optional earlier ending at 2:07:00, after Ela's last line) 

5. At the start of this clip, we see a bird with an olive branch. What's the significance of that?   

6. Read Genesis 8:6-7. Why does Noah send out a raven? Couldn't he see whether or not there was
land from the window of the ark?  

7. Read Genesis 8:8-9. Why does Noah send out a dove? Couldn't he see whether or not there was 
land from the window of the ark?  
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8. Read Genesis 8:10-11. Why does Noah send out a dove for the second time? What does he 
discover when he does?       

9. Shortly after leaving the ark, Shem and Japepth find Noah. What has Noah been doing?    

• Did Noah really come off the ark and get drunk? 
◦ Why might Noah have wanted to get drunk immediately following the flood? 

• Read Genesis 9:20-21. Did Noah really get drunk? Why or why not?   
◦ After getting drunk, what does Noah do? 

10. In the movie, upon discovering their drunk, naked father, Shem says, “Cover your eyes 
Japheth” while Ham doesn't go to Noah at all. Read Genesis 9:22-23. How does the movie's 
version compare and contrast with the Biblical account?

• In the Biblical account, who actually sees naked Noah first? 
• Upon seeing naked Noah, what does Ham do? 
• In contrast, how do Shem & Japheth react to naked Noah?

◦ They're so protective of him that they actually walk in and out of the tent backwards so as to
never see Noah's nakedness. 

11. Read Genesis 9:24. Who's Noah's youngest son? 

• Ham – Clearly different than the movie portrays it 

◦ What did Ham do? 
◦ How did Noah know what he'd done?   

12. Read Genesis 9:25. How does Noah react to what's been done to him? 

• Who's Canaan? 
• What did Canaan do? 

◦ Likely, nothing 
◦ Some people believe that he was with Ham 

• Again, what did Ham do? 
• Does Noah's response seem proportional to the offense committed against him? Why or why 

not? 
• Given this, do you think it's possible that Ham did something else we do not know?    

◦ Biblical scholars offer a wealth of explanation for this   
▪ Some believe that Ham castrated Noah and as a result, Noah went after Ham's children
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▪ Some believe that Ham masturbated on Noah  
▪ Others believe that Ham simply saw Noah naked and gossiped about it 

• Why do you think Noah punished Canaan rather than Ham himself? 
 

13. In his conversation with Ela, Noah admits he's failed his family. What's survivor's guilt?  

• Do you think Noah and his family suffered survivor's guilt? Why or why not? 

14. At the end of the movie, Noah gives his family a blessing, saying, “The creator made Adam in 
his image and placed the world in his care. That birthright was passed down to us. To my father 
and to me. And to my sons. Shem, Japeth, and Ham. That birthright is now passed to you, our 
grandchildren. This will be your work and your responsibility. So I say to you, be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth.” Read Genesis 9:26-27. How does the birthright in the movie 
compare to the one Noah actually gives his family? 

• Noah tells his sons to “replenish the earth.” Read Genesis 9:19. Do you really think we all 
descended from Noah? Why or why not? 

Wrap- Up 

15. What's one thing you've learned about Noah through this series? 

• How has the movie, Noah, caused you to think differently about the Biblical story of Noah? 
• Near the end of the movie, Ela tells Noah, “He chose you for a reason.” Based on what you now

know about Noah, why do you think God chose him for this important task? 

16.  Read Hebrews 11:7, which comes from a part of the Bible commonly known as the Hall of 
Faith. It lists all the “heroes” of our faith. If you were God, based on what you know about 
Noah, would you have included Noah in this list of faith heroes? Why or why not?       

• What hope might it give us that someone as imperfect as Noah is listed in the hall of faith? 

17. In light of our conversation today and over the last few weeks, do you think the story of Noah's 
ark really happened? Why or why not? In other words, do you think this story is meant to be 
taken literally? Why or why not?

• What “truth” is found in this story even if the story is, itself, not true? 


