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Noah Week 3 

Video Clip: Scene 6; Start: 26:40; End: 31:54 - “We build an ark.” 

1. Noah questions, “Why send me a vision if there's nothing I can do to stop it?” Read Genesis 
6:7. What does it mean to “blot out” something? 

• Read Genesis 6:5. What did man do that was so awful that all of humankind deserved to be 
blotted out?
◦ What do you think it means that “every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was 

evil continually”? 
◦ In modern times, do you think there's anyone whose every thought is evil? Why or why 

not? 

• Read Genesis 6:6. Why is God grieved? 

• Given God's grief, why do you think he chose to blot out creation? Why not allow creation 
to be redeemed?

• If you were God, grieved by your creation, what would you have done at this point? Why? 

• Old Testament Scholar John Goldingay says, “God's reaction is horrifying not merely as an 
act of destructiveness but as involving abandonment of the project that God had begun. It is 
a total admission of failure.” Given where creation ended up in Genesis 6:5, do you agree or
disagree that God's creation was a “total failure”? Why? 
◦ (Everyone Answers) Tell us about a time when you created something that was a total 

failure. How did you deal with that failure?  

• In light of our conversation, how would you answer Noah's question: “Why do you think 
God sent him a vision if there was nothing he could do to stop it?”

2. In his conversation with his Grandfather, Noah says: “Fire consumes all. Water cleanses. It 
separates the pure, the wicked from the innocent. That which sinks from that which rises. It 
destroys all. But only to start again.” How did the flood “cleanse” the world? Renew it? 

• Today, how does water cleanse and renew the world? 

3. According to Noah, “The storm cannot be stopped but it can be survived.” Read Genesis 6:13-
18. How will Noah and his family survive the storm?     

• Reread Genesis 6:18. What's a covenant? 
◦ Who does God establish his covenant with? Why? 

• What will happen to Noah and his family if they choose NOT to do what God says?  

4. Methuselah tells Noah, “Remember, Noah. He chose you for a reason.” Read Genesis 6:5-9. 
Why did God choose Noah? 
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• According to Genesis 6:9, Noah was “blameless in his generation.” What do you think this 
means? 

• According to Genesis 6:9, Noah “walked with God.” What does it mean to walk with God? 
◦ (Everyone Answers) Are you “walking with God”? Why or why not? 

▪ If so, how are you “walking with God'? 

5. Noah says, “Men are going to be punished for what they've done to this world. Our family has 
been chosen for a great task. We've been chosen to save the innocent. The animals.” According 
to the movie, why did God destroy the world? 

• Reread Genesis 6:5. Does this verse support the idea that God flooded the world to punish 
people for their misuse of creation? Why or why not? 

• In what ways do we continue to misuse creation? Do you think we deserve to be punished 
for that? Why or why not?

• Noah calls the animals “innocent”. Why? 
◦ According to Ela in the movie, animals are innocent “Because they still live as they 

did when they were in the garden.” 

• Do you think that the animals really were innocent? Why or why not? 
◦ If so, then why do you think God chose to blot them out as well & not just 

humankind? 
▪ “The destiny of the whole of creation is bound up together.” (Genesis For 

Everyone, 97) 

6. Noah: “I guess we get to start again too. In a new and better world. But first we have to build.” 
How do you think Noah felt about being chosen to build the ark? 

• How do you think Noah's wife reacted to their family's assignment? Why? 

• How do you think Noah's sons reacted to their family's assignment? Why? 

Video Clip: Start: 37:26; 42:06;

7. What do you think it would have been like to watch all the animals appear? 

• In Noah, the animals just show up, starting with the birds. Do you think God brought all the 
animals to the ark or do you think Noah had to go find them? Why? 

• Read Genesis 7:8-9. According to this passage, do you think God brought all the animals to 
the ark or do you think Noah had to go out and find them? Why? 

8. Noah's wife puts the animals “to sleep”. Describe your reaction to this. 
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• Do you think it's possible Noah & his family used some sort of herbal concoction to put the 
animals to sleep so there would be peace on the ark? Why or why not? 
◦ What, if any, Biblical support exists for this idea? 

• Imagine for a moment that Noah didn't put all the animals to sleep. What would life have 
been like on the ark?     
◦ What do you think the ark would have sounded like? 
◦ How would Noah and his family have kept the lions from eating their prey? 

9. “We have to be gentle with them and we have to be protective of them. If something would 
happen, it would be a small piece of creation lost forever. All of these innocent creatures are 
now in our care. It's our job to look after them.” Read Genesis 1:28. What command does God 
give to Adam and Eve? 

• What does it mean to “have dominion over every living thing that moves upon the earth”? 

• How does Noah fulfill the command God gave to Adam and Eve? 

• Do you think we are still called to “have dominion over every living thing that moves upon 
the earth”? Why or why not?  
 

• How are you currently caring for God's creation? What else could you do to protect God's 
creation? Why's it important to do so? 

10. After Noah's son questions, “Shem has Ela. What of me?” Noah responds, “Did you see how he
made the forest? How he sent the birds? Hasn't he sent everything we need?” Read Genesis 
6:21. According to the Bible, how does God provide for Noah and his family while they're on 
the ark?    

• Read 2 Corinthians 9:8. To you, what does this passage mean?   
◦ If this passage is true, then how do you explain those who are poor? Those who don't 

have enough? 
◦ Tell us about a time when God provided for you. 

• In the movie, only Shem takes a wife (Ela) onto the ark. Read Genesis 7:7. In reality, is 
Shem the only brother to take a wife onto the ark? 

11. After Noah's wife questions, “Snakes are coming too?” Noah responds, “All that creeps, all that
crawls, all that slithers.” Reread God's command to Noah in Genesis 6:19-20. What animals 
actually went with Noah on the ark? 

• Read Genesis 6:15-16. How big was the ark? 
• How could a wooden ark have possibly held two of every living creatures? 

◦ Given this, do you think the story of Noah's ark really happened? Why or why not? In 
other words, do you think this story is meant to be taken literally? Why or why not? 
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▪ If not, then doesn't that call into question every other story found in the Bible? 
• When it comes to reading the Bible, how can you decide what to take literally 

and what to take figuratively?

12. Based on what you've seen and read so far, how is the flood an example of God's wrath? God's 
grace? 

Jen's notes for next time: 

1:23 – People drowning 

- God shut them in (Gen 7:16)


